
Grace at work

Grace in His power





2 Corinthians 12:1-10
“It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and 
revela8ons of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I 
do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third 
heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to uFer. 
Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my 
infirmi8es. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I 
will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above 
what he sees me to be or hears from me.
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revela8ons, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I 
pleaded with the Lord three 8mes that it might depart from me. And 
He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmi8es, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmi8es, in reproaches, in needs, in persecu8ons, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
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2 Corinthians 12:1-10
“It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I 
do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third 
heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my 
infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I 
will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above 
what he sees me to be or hears from me.
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I 
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And 
He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

“My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.”

“When I am weak, then I am strong”
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Judges 5:31-6:3
"Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD!
But let those who love Him be like the sun
When it comes out in full strength."
So the land had rest for forty years.

“Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the LORD. So the LORD delivered them into the 
hand of Midian for seven years, and the hand of 
Midian prevailed against Israel.”
Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel 
made for themselves the dens, the caves, and the 
strongholds which are in the mountains.



Judges 6:11-15
“Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the 
terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to 
Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in 
the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. And 
the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, 
"The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!"
Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why 
then has all this happened to us? And where are all His 
miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not 
the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD has 
forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the 
Midianites."
Then the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in this might of 
yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites. Have I not sent you?"
So he said to Him, "O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed 
my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my father's house."
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Judges 6:17
“Then (Gideon) said to Him, "If now I have 
found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign
that it is You who talk with me.”





Judges 6:17
“Then (Gideon) said to Him, "If now I have 
found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign 
that it is You who talk with me.”

ḥên - graciousness, i.e. subjec3ve 
(kindness, favor) or objec3ve (beauty): —
favour, grace(-ious), pleasant, precious, 
(well-)favoured.
AV (69) - grace 38, favour 26, gracious 2, 
pleasant 1, precious 1, wellfavoured



Judges 7:9-11
“It happened on the same night that the LORD 
said to him, "Arise, go down against the camp, 
for I have delivered it into your hand. But if you 
are afraid to go down, go down to the camp 
with Purah your servant, and you shall hear 
what they say; and aKerward your hands shall 
be strengthened to go down against the camp." 
Then he went down with Purah his servant to 
the outpost of the armed men who were in the 
camp.”

“Afterward, you will be encouraged…”



Judges 7:12 “…the Midianites and Amalekites… were lying in the 
valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels were without 
number, as the sand by the seashore in mulAtude.”
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Judges 7:2
“And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are 
with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites 
into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against 
Me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.’”





2 Corinthians 4:6-10
“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light 
of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face 
of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 
We always carry around in our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in 
our body.”



Deuteronomy 20:1-8
“"When you go out to baFle against your enemies, and see horses and 
chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of 
them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt. So it shall be, when you are on the verge of baFle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak to the people. And he shall say to 
them, 'Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of baFle with your 
enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not 
tremble or be terrified because of them; for the LORD your God is He 
who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'
"Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying: 'What man is there 
who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go and 
return to his house, lest he die in the baFle and another man dedicate 
it. Also what man is there who has planted a vineyard and has not 
eaten of it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the baFle 
and another man eat of it. And what man is there who is betrothed to 
a woman and has not married her? Let him go and return to his house, 
lest he die in the baFle and another man marry her.'
"The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, What man is 
there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his 
house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.'
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“"When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and 
chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of 
them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt. So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak to the people. And he shall say to 
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enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not 
tremble or be terrified because of them; for the LORD your God is He 
who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'
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"The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, What man is 
there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his 
house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.'
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Deuteronomy 20:1-8
“"When you go out to baFle against your enemies, and see horses and 
chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of 
them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt. So it shall be, when you are on the verge of baFle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak to the people. And he shall say to 
them, 'Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of baFle with your 
enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not 
tremble or be terrified because of them; for the LORD your God is He 
who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'
"Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying: 'What man is there 
who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go and 
return to his house, lest he die in the baFle and another man dedicate 
it. Also what man is there who has planted a vineyard and has not 
eaten of it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the baFle 
and another man eat of it. And what man is there who is betrothed to 
a woman and has not married her? Let him go and return to his house, 
lest he die in the baFle and another man marry her.'
"The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, What man is 
there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his 
house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.'

NIV:  “Let him go home - so that his fellow soldiers will not 
become disheartened too”.



12 spies

They were more TRUSTING! 







Lessons from Gideon

• Only the presence of the 
LORD ensures victory. 

• God is capable of working 
with a few dedicated 
individuals to accomplish His 
purpose. 

• God is not in need of the 
SPECIAL - or the STRONG – or 
the ALERT.  He’s in need of 
the TRUSTING!   

• Out of His GRACE – He gives 
us what we need.

1 Samuel 14:6 – Jonathan:
“For nothing restrains the LORD 
from saving by many or by few.”
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Judges 7:16-20

“Then he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies, and he put a trumpet into every man's hand, 
with empty pitchers, and torches inside the pitchers. And he 
said to them, "Look at me and do likewise; watch, and when 
I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do: When I 
blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also 
blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and 
say, 'The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!'"
So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came 
to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle 
watch, just as they had posted the watch; and they blew the 
trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. 
Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the 
pitchers—they held the torches in their leT hands and the 
trumpets in their right hands for blowing—and they cried, 
"The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!"
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I come to the edge of the camp you shall do as I do: When I 
blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also 
blow the trumpets on every side of the whole camp, and 
say, 'The sword of the LORD and of Gideon!'"
So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came 
to the outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle 
watch, just as they had posted the watch; and they blew the 
trumpets and broke the pitchers that were in their hands. 
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Lessons from Gideon

• Out of OUR WEAKNESS (and 
our brokenness) God’s glory is 
revealed

• 2 Corinthians 12
“My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness”



2 Corinthians 12:1-10
“It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and 
revela8ons of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I 
do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third 
heaven. And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to uFer. 
Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my 
infirmi8es. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I 
will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above 
what he sees me to be or hears from me.
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revela8ons, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I 
pleaded with the Lord three 8mes that it might depart from me. And 
He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmi8es, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmi8es, in reproaches, in needs, in persecu8ons, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”



2 Corinthians 4:6-10
“For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 
made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light 
of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face 
of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 
We always carry around in our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in 
our body.”
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of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face 
of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
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Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in 
our body.”



2 Corinthians 4:5-6
“For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' 
sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine 
out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ”









Grace at work


